


	Appendix 3. Definitions for WHO-defined severe malaria (adapted from reference 9)

	Impaired consciousness

	Prostration

	Multiple convulsions

	Acidosis

	Hypoglycemia

	Severe malarial anemia

	Renal impairment

	Jaundice

	Pulmonary oedema

	Significant bleeding

	Shock

	Hyperparasitemia >10%

	The WHO criteria were grouped into the following clinical parameters: respiratory insufficiency (mechanical ventilation, increased respiratory rate, saturation <92%); kidney insufficiency (renal replacement therapy or serum creatinine>265 µmol/L or blood urea>20 mmol/L); hepatic dysfunction (clinical jaundice, elevated bilirubin>50µmol/L with parasite count>100,000/µL); metabolic deterioration (plasma bicarbonate<15 mmol/L, plasma lactate>5 mmol/L or blood glucose<2.2 mmol/L); hemodynamic instability (use of vasopressors or inotropes, systolic bloodpressure<80 mmHg, significant bleeding, shock, severe anemia (Hb<4.3 mmol/L or hematocrite<20% with parasite count>10,000/µL) and impaired consciousness (Glasgow Coma Scale <11).







