Supplementary Table
Table 1: Categories of the independent and outcome variables
	Independent Variables
	Categories

	Child’ Age
	

	
	<12 months

	
	12-23 months

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]24-59 months

	Child’s Sex
	

	
	Male

	
	Female

	Mother’s Educational Status
	

	
	No education

	
	Primary

	
	Secondary

	
	Higher

	Preceding Birth Interval (Months): Time duration of the current birth from the immediate previous birth
	

	
	 First birth {no previous live birth)

	
	 Short (<9-24 months)

	
	 Medium (25-48 Months)

	
	Long (>49 months)

	Mother’s Height
	

	
	<=145 cm

	
	>145 cm

	Household Socio-economic Status
	

	Wealth index is prepared by using 28 types of household assets
	  Poorest

	
	  Poorer

	
	  Middle

	
	  Richer

	
	  Richest

	Type of place of residence
	

	
	  Urban

	
	  Rural

	Administrative Region
	

	
	   Barisal

	
	   Chittagong

	
	   Dhaka

	
	   Khulna

	
	   Mymensingh

	
	   Rajshahi

	
	   Rangpur

	
	   Sylhet

	Outcome Variable: Malnutritional status of children under five, which is measured using the WHO anthropometric indices: stunting, wasting, and underweight.

	Stunting (height-for-age)
	

	
	Stunted (<-2SD the median of the reference population)

	
	Normal

	Wasting (Weight-for-height)
	

	
	Wasted (<-2SD the median of the reference population)

	
	Normal

	
	Overweight

	Underweight (low weight for age)
	

	
	Underweight (<-2SD the median of the reference population)

	
	Normal

	Birth weight
	

	
	LBW (birth weight of  a child at birth <2,500 grams)

	
	Normal




