
Fig. S1 Stickleback species and ecotypes used in the study. (A) Armoured 
(low-plated) male three-spined stickleback (Gasterosteus aculeatus); (B) 
armoured (low-plated) gravid female three-spined stickleback; (C) 
armourless male three-spined stickleback; (D) armourless gravid female 
three-spined stickleback; (E) gravid female nine-spined stickleback 
(Pungitius pungitius). Scale bars are 5 mm.
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Fig. S2 Examples of nests built by: (A) armoured (low-plated) male three-
spined stickleback; (B) armourless male three-spined stickleback. Squares 
are 5 mm.



Fig. S3 The nest built by an armourless male three-spined 
stickleback from Loch Bharpa, North Uist. The nest is built on the 
top of a 70 mm tall artificial plastic plant. The entrance to the 
nest is indicated by an arrow. Squares are 5 mm.
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