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Additional file 3. Data-charting form

	Theme
	Variable
	Description

	Characteristics of the included reviews
	Type of review
	What type of study is the review paper? (e.g. rapid review or systematic review)

	
	Country of origin
	Country of origin of the first author in the review paper

	
	Health service setting
	What setting do the authors state their review paper is examining (e.g., indigenous populations or older people across different health service settings)?

	
	Aim of review
	The aim of the review paper, as the author describes it in the text (not in the abstract)

	
	Number of studies included
	Number of empirical papers included in the review papers according to the reviews (e.g. 13 or 87)

	
	Terminology for involving patient partners
	What term for involving patient partners the authors of the review paper use and their definition if possible. E.g. Public Involvement referring to NIHR’s definition as "research being carried out "with" or "by" members of the public rather than "to, "about" or "for" them".

	
	Terminology for impact
	Definition of the term impact or other terms related to what difference involving patient partners has (e.g. effect, benefit). We choose to be exploratory here to find any definition of the term.

	Characteristics of the empirical papers
	Publication year of empirical papers
	Which years are the included empirical papers published according to the reviews

	
	Type of empirical papers
	What types of studies have the review authors included in their review? Ex descriptive and interventional.

	
	Origin of included empirical papers
	The countries where the empirical papers originate from (first author if possible) according to the reviews

	
	Measuring the involvement of patient partners
	Do the authors of the review paper refer to any measurements concerning engaging patient partners in the research process in the included empirical papers? If yes, which measurements?

	Result extraction of the empirical papers by the included review 
	Approach to involve patient partners
	At what level have patient partners been engaged in the research process, as described by the authors of the review paper, e.g., consultation or collaboration, as per INVOLVE? If possible, also include a more detailed definition of what the approach included.

	
	Role of patient partners
	What role have the patient partners had in the included studies as described by the authors of the review paper? E.g. members of a steering group or members of the research team. If possible, also include a more detailed definition of what the role included.

	
	When in the research process, have the patient partners been involved in the empirical papers
	As described by the authors of the review paper, what part of the research process have the patient partners been involved in the empirical papers? E.g. assisting in formulating the research question or analysing the data. If possible, also include a more detailed definition of what the stage(s) in the research process consist of.

	
	Identified barriers to effective involvement of patient partners
	Which elements do the authors of the review identify in the included studies as barriers to meaningful or effective involvement of the patient partners?

	
	Identified facilitators for the effective involvement of patient partners
	Which elements do the authors of the review identify in the included studies as helpful to make a meaningful or effective involvement of the patient partners?

	Conclusions of the review papers
	Conclusions related to the impact of involving patient partners
	Do the authors of the review find any results or reach any conclusion related to the term impact, after reviewing the included studies? If yes, what were the results?

	
	Conclusions related to the involvement of patient partners
	Which outcomes and results concerning the involvement of patient partners in the research process do the authors of the review find?
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