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Interview guide

Research question: How do patient partners experience their role as co-researchers (A+B), and how do they explain differences in their assessments compared with researchers (C) in an inter-rater reliability study based on OPTION5?

By combining the quantitative ICC analysis with semi-structured interviews conducted after presentation of the results, we seek to illuminate both the reliability and the significance of patients’ perspectives in the assessment of shared decision making. The qualitative component therefore aims to explore A) patients’ reflections on differences in assessments, B) their understanding of the OPTION5 instrument, and C) their role as co-researchers.
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	A
	Differences between patient partners and researchers
What do you think when you see the results? 
• Is there anything about the results that surprises you, and if so, what? 
• Had you expected the scores of patient partners and researchers to be similar? 
Why or why not?

The process and the consultations 
When you listened to the consultations, what was the first thing you noticed? Was it the atmosphere, the content, the doctor’s choice of words, or something else? 
• Do you think your own experiences from your own cancer pathway influenced how you listened to and assessed the consultations? 
• If you compare the consultations you listened to with your own experiences in the healthcare system, how did this affect your assessment? 
• Were there situations where you thought: “This could have been much worse/better than what I experienced myself”? 
• Do you think you had a tendency to look for the positive aspects of the consultations?





	B
	Use of the measurement tool
How did you experience using the OPTION5 instrument? Was it easy, difficult, or confusing? 
• Can you recall situations where it was difficult to choose between two scores, for example 2 or 3? What made it difficult? 
• When using the scale, did you feel there was enough distinction between the response categories to express nuances? 
• Do you think the score you gave matched your overall impression of the consultation?


	C
	The role as co-researchers
If I or a colleague were to carry out a research project in which we wanted to involve patients again as co-researchers, what has worked well? 
• If you were to put into words why the patient perspective is important in research, including research on shared decision making, what would you say? 
• What have you taken away from being involved in this project as co-researchers?




