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Additional details on the dataset 

Regional breakdown: Italy has 20 regions, yet for the purpose of this study the country was divided into 14 regions. For each region r, using data from the Ministry of Education the total number Nr of students enrolled in undergraduate courses in economics and statistics in public universities was determined. Within each macro-region, some undergraduate courses were randomly identified and all the students attending a compulsory basic course (usually in statistics or economics) were surveyed during a class. In this way, students were surveyed for each region. Since the proportion n/N of the students surveyed was not the same for all the regions, for all the students from region r the weight () was applied. All the frequency distributions presented in this study are weighted. For the regression models where geographical variables are included as a covariate (e.g., the province FE), the weighting is not necessary (Minello et al., 2020).

Comparison group: There is an important question in this paper related to what is the correct “comparison group” when making comparisons between students with and without separated parents. We could compare students whose parents got separated before getting the diploma with students whose parents got separated after getting the diploma, yet sample sizes on the latter group are tiny (148 students in the sample, for the HS case). Similarly, we could compare students whose parents got separated before getting the diploma with students whose parents did not separate at all (neither before nor after the diploma). Not least – and this is the option chosen in the estimates presented – we could compare students whose parents separated before getting the diploma with both (i) students whose parents separated after the diploma and (ii) students whose parents did not separate at all. Note that results between the latter two samples are practically analogous. Lastly, we could compare students whose parents did not separate at all with students whose parents separated after getting the diploma. This last comparison would be informative to get a sense of potential “selection effects.” If also among those students whose parents separated after getting the HS diploma we observe lower grades, that would be suggestive of some selection mechanisms that we are not capturing with the current study design. Despite the sample of students with parents who separated after high school is very small, Table A1 below provides a simple t-test which suggests that there seem to be no statistically significant differences in terms of high-school final grade between the group of students with non-separated parents and the group of students with parents separated after the diploma, thus assuaging selection concerns.

Table A1: Test for selection effects comparing sample of students with non-separated parents with students whose parents separated after attainment of HS diploma 
	 
	HS score

	 
	Not separated
	Separated after diploma

	Obs.
	11,228
	148

	Means
	79.89
	79.7

	Diff.
	0.1927
(0.999)

	P-value
	0.8471







Table A2: OLS estimates of the association between parental separation before diploma and middle-school (panel a) and high-school (panel b) diploma grades, pooled with no controls
	Diploma grades
	a. Middle school (MS)
	 
	b. High school (HS)

	
	(1)
	(2)
	
	(1)
	(2)

	Parents separated before diploma
	-1.626***
	
	
	-1.753***
	

	
	(0.438)
	
	
	(0.390)
	

	Age of child at parents' separation (Ref.: Not separated or separated after diploma)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Separated when S was between 15 and 19
	
	
	
	
	-2.469**

	
	
	
	
	
	(1.149)

	Separated when S was between 10 and 13 (15)
	
	-2.035*
	
	
	-1.067

	
	
	(1.041)
	
	
	(0.732)

	Separated when S was between 5 and 10
	
	-1.827**
	
	
	-1.285*

	
	
	(0.742)
	
	
	(0.756)

	Separated when S was between 0 and 5
	
	-1.354**
	
	
	-2.358***

	
	
	(0.608)
	
	
	(0.607)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Constant
	82.977***
	82.976***
	
	82.201***
	82.201***

	
	(0.106)
	(0.106)
	
	(0.112)
	(0.112)

	Province fixed-effects
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes

	Full controls
	No
	No
	
	No
	No

	Obs.
	11,661
	11,661
	
	11,661
	11,661

	R-squared
	0.031
	0.031
	 
	0.043
	0.043



Notes: SELFY dataset, pooled waves. Robust standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1.











Table A3: OLS estimates of the association between parental separation before diploma and middle-school (panel a) and high-school (panel b) diploma grades, 2017 wave only
	Diploma grades
	MS
	 
	HS

	
	(1)
	(2)
	
	(1)
	(2)

	Parents separated before diploma
	-2.266***
	
	
	-0.888**
	

	
	(0.474)
	
	
	(0.414)
	

	Age of child at parents' separation (Ref.: Not separated or separated after diploma)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Separated when S was between 15 and 19
	
	
	
	
	-1.465

	
	
	
	
	
	(1.173)

	Separated when S was between 10 and 13 (15)
	
	-2.545**
	
	
	-0.236

	
	
	(1.142)
	
	
	(0.808)

	Separated when S was between 5 and 10
	
	-1.970**
	
	
	-0.503

	
	
	(0.782)
	
	
	(0.759)

	Separated when S was between 0 and 5
	
	-2.382***
	
	
	-1.423**

	
	
	(0.656)
	
	
	(0.638)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Female (Ref.: Male)
	3.282***
	3.282***
	
	4.703***
	4.700***

	
	(0.254)
	(0.254)
	
	(0.258)
	(0.258)

	Age (at survey)
	-0.543***
	-0.542***
	
	-1.469***
	-1.470***

	
	(0.099)
	(0.099)
	
	(0.088)
	(0.088)

	First born (Ref.: Older siblings)
	1.650***
	1.651***
	
	0.515**
	0.520**

	
	(0.254)
	(0.254)
	
	(0.256)
	(0.256)

	Mom working when S growing up (Ref.: No)
	0.173
	0.175
	
	-0.474
	-0.470

	
	(0.296)
	(0.296)
	
	(0.296)
	(0.296)

	Dad working when S growing up (Ref.: No)
	-0.482
	-0.493
	
	0.286
	0.248

	
	(0.771)
	(0.773)
	
	(0.718)
	(0.718)

	Mother's education (Ref.: Primary or less)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Any secondary
	0.726
	0.723
	
	1.481*
	1.485*

	
	(0.770)
	(0.771)
	
	(0.764)
	(0.764)

	High school
	2.159***
	2.155***
	
	2.026***
	2.028***

	
	(0.775)
	(0.775)
	
	(0.771)
	(0.771)

	Bachelor or more
	2.331***
	2.326***
	
	1.946**
	1.952**

	
	(0.821)
	(0.821)
	
	(0.818)
	(0.818)

	Father's education (Ref.: Primary or less)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Any secondary
	0.894
	0.894
	
	-0.103
	-0.127

	
	(0.690)
	(0.690)
	
	(0.664)
	(0.665)

	High school
	1.655**
	1.654**
	
	0.201
	0.177

	
	(0.698)
	(0.697)
	
	(0.677)
	(0.678)

	Bachelor or more
	2.402***
	2.404***
	
	-0.444
	-0.456

	
	(0.741)
	(0.740)
	
	(0.726)
	(0.726)

	High school attended (Ref.: Academic)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (Professional+Technical)
	
	
	
	3.880***
	3.880***

	
	
	
	
	(0.276)
	(0.276)

	Constant
	89.131***
	89.128***
	
	105.841***
	105.900***

	
	(2.371)
	(2.371)
	
	(2.153)
	(2.154)

	Province fixed-effects
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes

	Full controls
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes

	Obs.
	7,226
	7,226
	
	7,226
	7,226

	R-squared
	0.084
	0.084
	 
	0.158
	0.158



Notes: SELFY dataset, waves 2000 and 2017 pooled. Robust standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1. N= analytical sample of 7,226.
Table A4: OLS estimates of the association between years between separation and attainment of diploma, with years since separation built in categories, pooled waves with wave dummies
	Years separated before diploma 
	MS
	 
	HS

	
	 
	 
	 

	Years separated before diploma (Ref.: Not separated or separated after diploma)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Separated 0-5 years before diploma
	-2.344***
	
	-0.895

	
	(0.682)
	
	(0.725)

	Separated 5-10 years before diploma
	-1.712***
	
	-0.771

	
	(0.594)
	
	(0.597)

	Separated 10-15 years before diploma
	-1.565
	
	-1.028

	
	(1.361)
	
	(0.656)

	Separated more than 15 years before diploma
	
	
	-1.749*

	
	
	
	(1.048)

	
	
	
	

	Constant
	91.053***
	
	109.312***

	
	(1.741)
	
	(1.662)

	Controls
	Yes
	 
	Yes

	Province fixed-effects
	Yes
	
	Yes

	Obs.
	11,661
	
	11,661

	R-squared
	0.071
	 
	0.122



Notes: SELFY dataset, pooled waves. Robust standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1. The “separated more than 15 years before diploma” is absent for the MS outcome as students get their MS degrees between 14 and 15 years old.


























Table A5: OLS estimates of the association between parental separation before diploma and middle-school (panel a) and high-school (panel b) diploma grades, 2017 dummy interacted with controls 
	Distribution of covariates interacted by 2017 dummy
	MS
	 
	HS

	
	(1)
	(2)
	 
	(1)
	(2)

	Parents separated before diploma
	-1.940***
	
	
	-0.933**
	

	
	(0.437)
	
	
	(0.373)
	

	Age of child at parents' separation (Ref.: Not separated or separated after diploma)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Separated when S was between 15 and 19
	
	
	
	
	-1.351

	
	
	
	
	
	(1.092)

	Separated when S was between 10 and 13 (MS) or 15 (HS)
	
	-2.364**
	
	
	-0.401

	
	
	(1.017)
	
	
	(0.698)

	Separated when S was between 5 and 10
	
	-2.099***
	
	
	-0.589

	
	
	(0.730)
	
	
	(0.695)

	Separated when S was between 0 and 5
	
	-1.688***
	
	
	-1.438**

	
	
	(0.611)
	
	
	(0.587)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Survey wave 2017 (Ref.: 2000)
	6.877**
	6.883**
	
	12.577***
	12.593***

	
	(3.263)
	(3.263)
	
	(3.130)
	(3.131)

	Constant
	92.203***
	92.188***
	
	103.908***
	103.914***

	
	(2.603)
	(2.604)
	
	(2.582)
	(2.583)

	Controls (including all interactions with 2017 dummy)
	Yes
	Yes
	 
	Yes
	Yes

	Province fixed-effects
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes

	Obs.
	11,661
	11,661
	
	11,661
	11,661

	R-squared
	0.072
	0.072
	 
	0.152
	0.152



Notes: SELFY dataset, waves 2000 and 2017 pooled. Robust standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1. N= analytical sample of 11,661.









Table A6: OLS estimates of the association between parental separation before diploma and middle-school (panel a) and high-school (panel b) diploma grades, controlling for grade repetition
	Grades, controlling for repetition
	MS
	 
	HS

	
	(1)
	(2)
	 
	(1)
	(2)

	Parents separated before diploma
	-1.505***
	
	
	-0.608*
	

	
	(0.427)
	
	
	(0.366)
	

	Age of child at parents' separation (Ref.: Not separated or separated after diploma)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Separated when S was between 15 and 19
	
	
	
	
	-0.774

	
	
	
	
	
	(1.042)

	Separated when S was between 10 and 13 (MS) or 15 (HS)
	
	-1.357
	
	
	0.031

	
	
	(1.003)
	
	
	(0.688)

	Separated when S was between 5 and 10
	
	-1.616**
	
	
	-0.137

	
	
	(0.704)
	
	
	(0.680)

	Separated when S was between 0 and 5
	
	-1.480**
	
	
	-1.347**

	
	
	(0.600)
	
	
	(0.574)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ever repeated a grade
	-8.403***
	-8.404***
	
	-6.956***
	-6.967***

	
	(0.348)
	(0.348)
	
	(0.335)
	(0.335)

	Constant
	83.228***
	83.234***
	
	100.175***
	100.212***

	
	(1.739)
	(1.739)
	
	(1.655)
	(1.655)

	Controls
	Yes
	Yes
	 
	Yes
	Yes

	Province fixed-effects
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Yes

	Obs.
	11,661
	11,661
	
	11,661
	11,661

	R-squared
	0.114
	0.114
	 
	0.177
	0.177


 
Notes: SELFY dataset, waves 2000 and 2017 pooled. Robust standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1. N= analytical sample of 11,661.








Table A7: OLS estimates of the association between parental separation before diploma and choice of high-school track (0: academic; 1:technical+professional), pooled with survey wave
	High-school type (0: academic; 1: other)
	Track

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Parents separated before MS diploma
	0.014
	

	
	(0.018)
	

	Age of child at parents' separation (Ref.: Not separated or separated after MS diploma)
	
	

	
	
	

	Separated when S was between 10 and 13
	
	-0.008

	
	
	(0.046)

	Separated when S was between 5 and 10
	
	0.013

	
	
	(0.031)

	Separated when S was between 0 and 5
	
	0.022

	
	
	(0.025)

	
	
	

	Female (Ref.: Male)
	-0.011
	-0.011

	
	(0.009)
	(0.009)

	Age (at survey)
	0.006*
	0.006**

	
	(0.003)
	(0.003)

	First born (Ref.: Older siblings)
	-0.053***
	-0.053***

	
	(0.009)
	(0.009)

	Mom working when S growing up (Ref.: No)
	-0.019*
	-0.019*

	
	(0.010)
	(0.010)

	Dad working when S growing up (Ref.: No)
	-0.009
	-0.009

	
	(0.024)
	(0.024)

	Mother's education (Ref.: Primary or less)
	
	

	
	
	

	Any secondary
	-0.033*
	-0.033*

	
	(0.019)
	(0.019)

	High school
	-0.116***
	-0.116***

	
	(0.020)
	(0.020)

	Bachelor or more
	-0.227***
	-0.227***

	
	(0.022)
	(0.022)

	Father's education (Ref.: Primary or less)
	
	

	
	
	

	Any secondary
	-0.061***
	-0.060***

	
	(0.019)
	(0.019)

	High school
	-0.157***
	-0.156***

	
	(0.020)
	(0.020)

	Bachelor or more
	-0.303***
	-0.303***

	
	(0.021)
	(0.021)

	Survey wave 2017 (Ref.: 2000)
	-0.007
	-0.007

	
	(0.010)
	(0.010)

	Constant
	0.602***
	0.601***

	
	(0.070)
	(0.070)

	Province fixed-effects
	Yes
	Yes

	Obs.
	11,661
	11,661

	R-squared
	0.132
	0.132



Notes: SELFY dataset, waves 2000 and 2017 pooled. Robust standard errors in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1. N= analytical sample of 11,661.
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Figure A1: Heterogeneity by sociodemograhic characteristics in the association between parental separation and school performance in the MS (panel a) and HS (panel b) exams estimated through interaction terms with parental separation (dummy)
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