Overall quality assessment over time (2018-2023)
	
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023

	
	n = 2
	n = 10
	n = 6
	n = 16
	n = 20
	n = 12

	Excellent quality
	0%
	20%
	0%
	13%
	10%
	0%

	High quality
	50%
	30%
	17%
	31%
	20%
	25%

	Medium quality
	0%
	40%
	67%
	38%
	65%
	50%

	Low quality
	50%
	10%
	17%
	6%
	5%
	25%

	Critically low quality
	0%
	0%
	0%
	13%
	0%
	0%



Quality assessment by evidence synthesis type
	Review type
	n
	Critically low quality
	Low quality
	Medium quality
	High quality
	Excellent quality

	Bibliometric review
	5
	0%
	20%
	40%
	40%
	0%

	Critical literature review
	1
	0%
	0%
	100%
	0%
	0%

	Integrative review
	2
	0%
	0%
	100%
	0%
	0%

	Literature review
	4
	0%
	25%
	50%
	25%
	0%

	Mapping review
	3
	0%
	0%
	67%
	33%
	0%

	Meta-analysis
	3
	0%
	0%
	0%
	67%
	33%

	Scoping review
	8
	0%
	0%
	25%
	38%
	38%

	Systematic review
	44
	5%
	14%
	55%
	20%
	7%



Quality assessment by publication type
	Publication type
	n
	Critically low quality
	Low quality
	Medium quality
	High quality
	Excellent quality

	Journal article
	54
	2%
	11%
	46%
	30%
	11%

	Conference paper
	12
	8%
	17%
	67%
	8%
	0%




Appendix K – Quality assessment

Methodological approach followed
	Publication
	Count
	Percentage

	Moher et al. (2009; 2015) - PRISMA
	16
	24.2%

	Not stated
	12
	18.2%

	Arksey & O'Malley (2005)
	6
	9.1%

	Kitchenham et al. (2009)
	6
	9.1%

	Kitchenham & Charters (2007)
	4
	6.1%

	Kitchenham (2004)
	4
	6.1%

	Page et al (2021) - PRISMA
	4
	6.1%

	Tricco et al. (2018)
	4
	6.1%

	Gough, Oliver & Thomas (2017)
	2
	3.0%

	Keele et al. (2007)
	2
	3.0%

	Liberati et al. (2009) - PRISMA elaboration
	2
	3.0%

	Peters et al. (2015; 2020a, 2021)
	2
	3.0%

	Petticrew & Roberts (2006)
	2
	3.0%

	Beyea & Nicoll (1998)
	1
	1.5%

	Biolchini et al (2005)
	1
	1.5%

	Effective Practice and Organisation of Care (EPOC) Cochrane Group guidelines
	1
	1.5%

	Grant & Booth (2009)
	1
	1.5%

	Ho (2007)
	1
	1.5%

	Khangura et al. (2012)
	1
	1.5%

	Kofod-Petersen (2012)
	1
	1.5%

	Levac et al. (2010)
	1
	1.5%

	Neuendorf & Kumar (2015)
	1
	1.5%

	Okoli & Schabram (2010)
	1
	1.5%

	Roehrs et al (2017)
	1
	1.5%

	Tranfield et al. (2003)
	1
	1.5%

	Whittemore & Knafl (2005)
	1
	1.5%

	Wolfswinkel et al. (2013)
	1
	1.5%

	Xiao & Watson (2019)
	1
	1.5%

	Zabidin et al. (2019)
	1
	1.5%

	Zawacki-Richter et al. (2019)
	1
	1.5%



* NB – multiple references possible in each review


Methodological approach followed by first author discipline
	Publication
	AH&S
	Bus & Law
	Com. Sci & IT
	Education
	H & W
	IS
	STEM
	N/M

	Not stated
	0
	0
	5
	1
	2
	1
	0
	3

	Alsubait (2015)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Arksey & O'Malley (2005)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	5
	0
	0
	0

	Barrero & Rosero (2018)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Beyea & Nicoll (1998)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Biolchini et al (2005)
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Effective Practice and Organisation of Care (EPOC) Cochrane Group guidelines
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Gough, Oliver & Thomas (2017)
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Grant & Booth (2009)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Ho (2007)
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Keele et al. (2007)
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Khangura et al. (2012)
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Kitchenham (2004)
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Kitchenham & Charters (2007)
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Kitchenham et al. (2009)
	0
	0
	3
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Kitchenham et al. (2010)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Kofod-Petersen (2012)
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Levac et al. (2010)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Liberati et al. (2009) - PRISMA elaboration
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Moher et al. (2009; 2015) - PRISMA
	2
	0
	5
	6
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Munn et al. (2018)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Neuendorf & Kumar (2015)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Okoli & Schabram (2010)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Page et al (2021) - PRISMA
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Peters et al. (2015; 2020a, 2021)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Petticrew & Roberts (2006)
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Tranfield et al. (2003)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Tricco et al. (2018)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0

	Whittemore & Knafl (2005)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Xiao & Watson (2019)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Wolfswinkel et al. (2013)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Zabidin et al. (2019)
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Zawacki-Richter et al. (2019)
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Roehrs et al (2017)
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



AH&S = Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences, Bus & Law = Business & Law, Com. Sci & IT = Computer Science & Information Technology, H & W = Health, Medical & Physical Education, IS = Information Science, N/M = Not Mentioned
