Additional File 2

Baseline characteristics of included studies in acne meta-analysis
	First author's name
	Year of publication 
	Country
	Age range
	Sex
	Number of cases
	Number of controls
	Sources of cases
	Sources of controls
	Confounding factors

	Anna di Landro
	2012
	Italy
	10-24y
	Both M and F
	205
	358
	Dermatologic outpatient department in
15 Italian cities
	Population at dermatologic outpatient department in
15 Italian cities
	Sociodemographic characteristics, personal habits (smoking and alcohol
consumption), menstrual history (limited to females),
and relevant medical history

	Anna di Landro
	2016
	Italy
	>25y
	F only
	248
	270
	Dermatologic outpatient department in 12 Italian cities
	Population at dermatologic
outpatient department in 1 of 12 Italian cities
distributed across Italy
	Sociodemographic information, personal habits (smoking and alcohol consumption),
anthropometric measurements, pregnancy, menstrual pattern and history,
use of oral contraceptives, history of adolescence
acne, history of acne in relatives, relevant comorbidities and stress
level

	LY Lu
	2017
	China
	10-25y
	Both M and F
	364
	295
	Outpatient departments in three hospitals located in two cities of PR China (Shanghai and Ningbo)
	Population at outpatient departments in three hospitals located in two cities of PR China (Shanghai and Ningbo)
	Socio-demographic profile, relevant medical history, affected sites,
severity of acne lesions, anthropometric measurements, menstrual history
(limited to females), family history of severe acne
and other major diseases (allergic disease,
hypertension, diabetes mellitus and obesity) in first
and/or second-degree relatives.

	Hani A. Al-Shobaili
	2012
	Saudi Arabia
	N.A. 
	Both M and F
	166
	390
	Outpatient Dermatology Clinics
affiliated to College of Medicine, Qassim University, Saudi Arabia
	Population at outpatient Dermatology Clinics
affiliated to College of Medicine, Qassim University, Saudi Arabia
	N.A.


