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Army Of Snakes 1 errorizes
Force Fighting Forest Fire

Hundreds Of Reptiles, Driven From Catoctin Moun-
tain Lairs By Blaze, Advance On Men Seeking
To Check Sweep Of Flames.

Frederick, June 4 (Special).—Dis-
trict Forester C. Cyril Klein and a
force of 35 men are battling tonight
with a raging forest fire and bundreds
of venomous snakes on the wooded
heights of Catoctin Mountain.

At a late hour the flames were re-
ported sweeping ‘unchecked toward the
mountain's summit.

Reptiles Mennce Men.

But great as was the menace of the

fire, the danger from the snakes was

already have been burned over. This
afternoon the fire swept over Rattle
snake Hill, driving hundreds of venom-
ous reptiles from their lairs.
Many Dedlared Rattlers,

Ablead of the flames as they eat their
way toward the mountain summit,
creep and writhe the serpents. Every-
where they confront the fire-fighters
when they advance to kindle smaller-
fires in the path of the conflagration

STATE OF MARYLAND., .

Serious Bffect of the Drought in
Harford County. *

SHORTAGE OF OROPS OF ALL KINDS.

greater. ¢ Difficulty was experienced in |to stop its course. Sugar Corn and Tomato Packing later-

keeping the fire-fighters to their. task. Many of these snakes are immense ests—The Dry Weather and the Milk

More than 300 acres of timberland'rattlers. Business—Dostructivo Forest Fires in
the Catoctin Mountains,

BELATR, MD., Aug. 18.—Although a most Mr. R. Morgan Mitchell, of Aberdeen, who
welcome rafn passed over, Harford county farms on an extensive scale and i8 also
Saturday it was not largoly in canning, is stabling all
romedy for the ovil done by the long-con-  Of bl cattle and teeding them on grain, as
tinued drought undor which all farming they could not live on the vasture in Ity
operations have suffored irreparably. Re- present condition. Some of the farmers are
| ports are continually coming in from all driviug their catile to the canning-houses to
quarters concerning the shortage of crops of ~ feed them on the corn husks, while otbers
every kind, While everything in tho lineof  are buying the busks and bauling them homo
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growing farm products Is very much injured,  to feed to their stock.

by far the worst blow has fallen on the crops Mr. S. Gnfith Davls, who owns a large

planted for the canolog industry, whichis o farmonthe bay shore near Oakington, re-
i very large one In Harford, a ports a general shortage fn bis crop. He bas

The tomato orop Is very much blighted and ~ Faised enouwh for his own stock, but has

| will not average one-third of the expected ~ Bone for the market.
yleld. In thisline thero is another dangor The pasture shortage Is also seriously ai-
| throatened. It s In the form of a disease,  fectiog the milk business, and somo dairy-
which appears to attack the growing fruit in men will huve toshut down on their ship-
certaln looalitles, This disenso is  hard ~ Ments- A meeting of milk-sbippors was held
black spot In the centro of tho tomato. Tho  thi8 Week and a commitioe was appointed to

1 3 M ay 1 879 F i re Sca r e perfectly good and solld, see If they could get the freight. lowered one

|Special Diapatch to the Baltimore Sun,]  enitisfoundtobobard and  SHhnd b néces advarced cos cout wot
The Fires in the Catoctin Moumntaing “o i o onue .y sbipments, owlug to pasturs suortuge,
—flore than Three 'Thousand Acres o 0 are My Faward OldBoId o v Rooker
]Filll'lled Over. " T :‘3":‘; only sbx good onte, ‘.‘;" StrWiibar ‘;ulhs. ;H‘ore::ﬂll‘l.olnd )lr.‘;?n:'.
T ERICK. 3 p— . of Allebone, Some milk-dealers
OrIgiERted snoun ton dhs re 1 xng Sren TRICH trimamesriacs hovers: v o oot bt and oot
Catoctin furnaces, on the esstern slope of the
Caroctin mountajp, sti)l continue to rage with
uuaba;.ed f;nar, l:nd sohfa;l have bnmedhnll efforts
to extingnisli them, the flames only being sub-
dued in one place to break out in another hg:callty
with even greater havoc. Up to thia time they
have gpread across the ridge into Middletown
valley and over to South Moantain, burning over
an area of probadly more than three thousand
acres of woodland, and extending to the vicinity
of Black Rock, in Washtogton county. The
terrible but beautiful sivht presents the appear-
auce of elow-burnior volcanos, aud has been
witceased almost nightly by large numbers of
our people,
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Additional file 3 Labeled partial cross-section of a Table Mountain pine (Pinus pungens Lamb.; sample number
CATO050) collected in 2018 from Catoctin Mountain Park, Maryland, USA, during our fire history study. Example
corresponding newspaper accounts of droughts and fires from the Baltimore Sun are matched up with narrow
tree-rings and fire scars on the sample. Seasonality of fire scars: e = earlywood injury; D = dormant season fire
scar. Photo credit for cross-section: G. Cahalan.



