Supplementary Material 2: Table S2. Correlation matrix for a priori predictor variables used in model selection using AICc.
Correlation matrix of a priori predictor variables used in model selection using the Akaike Information Criteria (AICc). Variables with a Pearson correlation coefficient of > 0.6 and < -0.6 were determined to be correlated. A priori continuous variables included total cover (%), woody cover (%), forb cover (%), percentage clay, percentage silt, percentage sand, soil pH, canopy openness, and IMI (integrated moisture index). 

	 
	Total cover
	Woody cover
	Forb cover
	Clay
	Silt
	Sand
	pH
	CO
	IMI

	Total cover
	1
	0.74
	0.66
	0.63
	0.5
	-0.61
	0.47
	0.48
	0.24

	Woody cover
	 
	1
	0.16
	0.26
	0.32
	-0.32
	0.32
	0.46
	0.07

	Forb cover
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	1
	0.53
	0.52
	-0.57
	0.29
	0.13
	0.17

	Clay
	 
	 
	 
	1
	0.68
	-0.92
	0.25
	0.18
	0.13

	Silt
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	-0.91
	0.02
	0.01
	-0.02

	Sand
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	-0.15
	-0.1
	-0.06

	pH
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	0.5
	0.54

	CO
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	-0.01

	IMI
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1



