Additional file 3:
Table S3  List of important foraminifera genera and their ecology
	Foraminifera
	Ecology

	Bulimina 
	Infaunal, free, detritivore, inner shelf–bathyal (Murray 2006)

	Asterigerina
	Epifaunal, free, herbivore, 0–100 m, inner shelf (Murray 2006)

	Pararotalia
	Epifaunal, free, herbivore, inner shelf (Murray 2006)

	Brizalina
	Infaunal, free, detritivore, marginal marine–bathyal (Murray 2006)

	Quinqueloculina
	Epifaunal, free/clinging, herbivore, hypersaline lagoons, marsh and shelf

(Murray 2006)

	Sagrina
	Elongated, tapered, infaunal, low oxygen (Bernhard 1984)

	Praebulimina
	Elongated, tapered, infaunal, low oxygen (Bernhard 1984)

	Chiloguembelina
	Eutrophic, low oxygen indicator (Luciani et al. 2007)

	Jenkinsina
	Eutrophic, low oxygen indicator, upwelling indicator, high organic content

	Rotalia
	Epifaunal, herbivore, 0–50 m, brackish, lagoons, inner shelf (Murray 2006)

	Rosalina
	Epifaunal, clinging/attached, herbivore omnivore, 0–100 m; inner mid shelf (Murray 2006)

	Nonionella
	Epifaunal, free; mud; detritivore, 10–1000 m; shelf–upper bathyal (Murray 2006)

	Florilus
	Epifaunal, rounded, oligotrophic (Bernhard 1984)

	Nonion
	Infaunal, free, herbivore, 0–180 m; shelf (Murray 2006)

	Cibicides
	Epifaunal, attached, passive suspension; 0–2000 m; shelf–bathyal (Murray 2006)

	Robulus
	Epifaunal, free; shelf to bathyal, oligotrophic (Murray 2006)

	Triloculina
	Epifaunal, free/clinging, herbivore–detritivore, hypersaline, inner shelf, inner shelf

(Murray 2006)

	Miliammina
	Infaunal–epifaunal, free, detritivore, brackish–hypersaline (Murray 2006)

	Textularia
	Epifaunal, free/clinging, detritivore, 0–500 m bathymetry, lagoons, shelf – bathyal (Murray 2006)

	Acarinina
	Oligotrophic, warm indices, surface dwellers, symbiont bearing (Luciani et al. 2007)

	Reussella
	Elongated, tapered, infaunal, low oxygen (Bernhard 1984)

	Eponides
	Epifaunal, free/clinging, detritivore, shelf–abyssal (Murray 2006)

	Glabratella
	Epifaunal, attached, herbivore, 0–50 m; hypersaline marshes, lagoons, inner shelf (Murray 2006)

	Neoeponoides
	Trochospiral, rounded, epifaunal, oligotrophic (Bernhard 1984)

	Discorbis
	Epifaunal, attached, herbivore, 0–50 m; bathymetry; inner shelf (Murray 2006)

	Trifarina
	Infaunal, free, detritivore, 0–400 m; bathymetry; shelf–upper bathyal (Murray 2006)
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