	Consolidated criteria for reporting qualitative studies (COREQ) 

	Domain 1: Research team and reﬂexivity 
Personal Characteristics

	
	1. Interviewer/facilitator Which author/s conducted the interview or focus group?
	Project principal investigators conducted all user testing session

	
	2. Credentials 
	PhDs 

	
	3. Occupation 
	Implementation scientists and Associate Professors

	
	4. Gender 
	Female 

	
	5. Experience and training 
	Extensive training and experience with qualitative data collection and analyses

	Relationship with participants
	

	
	6. Relationship established 
	No relationship was present prior to study commencement

	
	7. Participant knowledge of the interviewer
	Participants had no knowledge of interviewers

	
	8. Interviewer characteristics 
	During the focus groups, interviewers shared their professional affiliation, prior experience working in the targeted settings, and motivation for conducting the current study

	Domain 2: Study design
Theoretical framework
	

	
	9. Methodological orientation and Theory
	The study was grounded in the CWIS methodology

	Participant selection
	

	
	10. Sampling 
	Purposive sampling

	
	11. Method of approach 
	Participants were recruited via email

	
	12. Sample size 
	Total N=15; Educator N=6; Principal N=6; District Leader N=3

	
	13. Non-participation 
	4,859 individuals recruited did not respond to initial recruitment email; we invited 33 of 76 respondents to participate; 18 did not participate due to being unavailable or not responsive day of

	Setting
	

	
	14. Setting of data collection 
	Data were collected via secure videoconferencing platform and the REDCap platform

	
	15. Presence of non-participants 
	A member of the research team attended who served as technology assistant 

	
	16. Description of sample 
	Participants consisted of school district administrators, school administrators, and educators with experience serving autistic students in middle and high schools

	Data collection
	

	
	17. Interview guide 
	A semi-structured interview guide was used, developed and tested and informed by study guiding frameworks and CWIS methodology

	
	18. Repeat interviews 
	No 

	
	19. Audio/visual recording 
	User testing session were audio and video recorded to aid in data collection and analyses 

	
	20. Field notes 
	Principal investigator served as notetaker during user testing session

	
	21. Duration 
	User testing sessions were two-hours

	
	22. Data saturation 
	N/A

	
	23. Transcripts returned 
	No

	Domain 3: Analysis and findings
Data Analysis
	

	
	24. Number of data coders 
	Two, with a third team member to substantiate themes

	
	25. Description of the coding tree 
	No

	
	26. Derivation of themes 
	A priori and emergent themes 

	
	27. Software 
	None

	
	28. Participant checking 
	No

	Reporting
	

	
	29. Quotations presented 
	Yes

	
	30. Data and findings consistent 
	Yes

	
	31& 32. Clarity of major themes 
	Yes



