Additional File 2: Round 1 Interview Guide 
Demographics 
1. Sex: 					
2. Nationality: 				
3. Current employment status? 		
4. What is the highest degree or level of school you have completed before enrolling in the IS MSc? In which field? 
5. Describe your professional experience before enrolling in the MSc program?
Reasons for Selecting the Implementation Science Training Program
6. Why did you choose to enroll in the MSc implementation science program at Wits University?
a. Probe: Are you adding the MSc training as a professional piece to your experience?
7. How will the implementation science training meet your professional goals?
a. Probe: How do you plan to use your IS training after completing the program?
Perceptions of the Implementation Science Training Program
8. What were your thoughts about implementation science before and after enrolling in the program? 
9. Which courses were most relevant or helpful to you? Why?
a. Which courses were least relevant or least helpful to you? Why?
b. Probe: How did the curriculum meet or not meet your expectations?
10. How did the IS program influence your perceptions about role of implementation scientists in addressing public health problems?
Practicum or Field Projects  
11. Practicum title: 		
12. Mentor: 			
13. Location:			
14. Describe your field project. Have you completed the project? If not, at what stage is your project? 
15. How did you choose the specific public health topic or problem? 
a. Probe: Why was this topic or problem important to you? 
16. How is the topic that you decided to address important in your town/city, country, population? 
17. How did the field project benefit you as a professional?  
a. What were the positive outcomes professionally? 
18. Which components of the MSc IS training were useful in fulfilling the field project? 
a. Probe: Were there any specific IS methods that you used in your field project? 
19. Do you feel that the practicum was helpful in applying the IS concepts you learned in the classroom? Please explain why or and how. 
20. What IS methods challenges did you encounter while trying to fulfill the field project requirement? 
a. Probe: What are some limitations that you encountered while using IS approaches? 
21. How could have the IS training prepared you better to avoid facing these challenges? 
22. Were there other challenges that you might have encountered? 
Overall Impact of the Implementation Science Training
23. Do you think the IS training, including the practicum, has helped you reach your professional goals? If so, explain how. 
a. Probe: How will this training influence your future career? 
24. Have your professional goals changed since participating in the program? If yes, how. 
a. Probe: Has your career interest changed? 
25. How do you plan to use the IS training after completing the program? If yes, explain how. 
a. Probe: Where do you see yourself in 5-years? 
26. Is the IS training useful in low resource settings? If yes, explain how. 
a. Does the IS training provide skills to implement relevant interventions which are context appropriate?  Please elaborate on the skills you think allow for this that you obtained in the training. 
27. What changes would you suggest to the IS program? 
a. Probe: What component would you add to or remove from the IS program? 
28. What did you like most about the IS degree? What did you like the least? 
29. Would you recommend the MSc IS degree? And to whom? 
 Closing
We have reached the end of our interview. Is there anything else about the IS training program that we did not talk about that you feel would be important for us to know?

