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Dear Associate Editor,

I am pleased to resubmit our manuscript entitled “Corrosion Response and Microstructural Evolution of Reinforcement Steel in the Aggressive Coastal Seawater Environment of Walvis Bay, Namibia” for consideration for publication in Journal of Engineering and Applied Science. This journal was chosen because of its extraordinary article publication record thorough fast reviewing process, high quality of the published articles, the opportunity for open access and wider reach to our scientific community. This work presents a holistic study combining electrochemical techniques, microstructural characterisation, and mechanical property evaluation to understand the corrosion behaviour of reinforcement steel in the unique marine environment of Walvis Bay, Namibia.

The novelty of our work lies in its integration of seawater chemistry, environmental factors, and localised material response under real marine exposure conditions. It addresses a critical knowledge gap in corrosion science related to under-researched regions such as the Southwest African coast, with direct implications for infrastructure durability in similar coastal environments globally.

We believe that the interdisciplinary approach, methodology, and region-specific focus make this study a strong fit for the journal, and it will be of interest to your readership concerned with corrosion mechanisms, materials degradation, and infrastructure resilience.

We confirm that the manuscript is original, has not been published elsewhere, and is not under consideration by another journal. All authors have reviewed and approved the manuscript and consent to its submission. We are open to revising the manuscript based on reviewer feedback and will gladly comply with any additional requirements.

For the Article Processing Charges, we kindly request that you consider a waiver due to our affiliation with the University of Namibia.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Silas Ithete Hango
Corresponding author
