
Supplementary Figure S5. Principal component analysis (PCA) of the entire sample set 

including all plasma and serum samples and assay controls and PCA of only serum or 

only plasma samples collected at different clinical sites. PCA revealed that the protein 

profiles across all plasma and serum samples collected at different sites grouped mainly by 

the blood preparation type (A). Furthermore, despite the standardized sample collection, 

handling and storage protocols adopted within the BIO-NMD consortium, a slight effect of 

sample origin was observed where the plasma samples originating from Ferrara, Italy varied 

slightly from the ones collected in London or Newcastle, UK (B). Such a difference might be 

explained due to exposure of the specimen to temperature fluctuations during transit. 

 
 

 


