ESM-D THE ILLIBERAL PUBLIC SPHERE – MEDIA DIARY FORM


Please provide a description of all your encounters with information about politics, broadly defined, for each day over the diary period. We would like you to include all instances of encounters with politics, regardless of the kind of source you used. For instance, you could have learned something about new political developments from TV news or read it on your smart phone, or you could have discussed a political matter with a friend, family member or local politician, or you could have watched a film about politics. 
Please record the (approximate) time, location, and (where applicable) media device and source for all encounters with politics, followed by a description on what the encounter involved. The description should cover the following, but feel free to add anything else that seems of relevance: 
· the kind of news/issue you encountered in each instance, i.e. brief description of topic(s) you discussed or read/heard about;
· why you used the particular source (e.g. why you spoke about this to the particular friend or family member, why you used the particular newspaper, radio/TV channel or programme, a particular news app, social media feed etc.);
· if applicable: why you used the particular media device (e.g. radio, TV, smartphone);
· did you have any thoughts on, or reactions to, the issue discussed or read/heard about (e.g. feeling surprised, happy, amused angry, frustrated, confused etc.);
· did you do anything as a follow-up (e.g. if the encounter involved reading/hearing about politics through media, did you discuss this with your family, friends, colleagues, did you comment on/share it on social media, did you participate in an event or activity as a consequence – such as a rally or a local party meeting etc.);
· if applicable: please also mention any significant general changes in your engagement with politics since your previous diary entry (e.g. whether you started following news more/less, used a different device/source, spent more time talking about politics with family/friends, changed your opinion about a political issue, party of politician) and why.
Please complete a diary on a daily basis for at least the first seven days, and preferably for the full three weeks.  
Feel free to use any style or structure. Write as little or as much as you feel is appropriate. (Feel free to expand the box for each entry or add additional boxes if necessary.
We would appreciate if you could complete the diary in electronic form, but if you prefer to do it in handwriting, feel free to do that. If you would like any additional clarification during the diary period, please contact us at [Interviewer to insert].
Participant number: ____ [Interviewer to insert]
Diary period: From 9 March to 29 March 2020. 
The rest of the form consisted of free-text boxes, one for each day. 
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