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Background
As part of a larger project to preserve the living history of the Gulf of Mexico, I conducted oral history interviews on topics relevant to environmental history and the history of science on the Texas Gulf Coast. Working as an HRI Fellow, I interviewed some of the people working on Texas water issues and freshwater inflow (including some of the authors of this book) on their work while also trying to capture some life history and background.
The interview process followed standard oral history methodology and best practices outlined by the Oral History Association including training, informed consent, a legal release, archival preservation, and transcription, among others. All of these audio interviews have been fully transcribed and are preserved long-term in the Bell Library Special Collections at Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

[bookmark: _Int_DyVcv1Tg]Ray Allen
Date: May 11, 2022
Interview Location: Nueces Delta Preserve, Texas
Run Length: 1:34:20
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2259

Summary
Longtime Executive Director of the Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program (CBBEP) Ray Allen talks about growing up and falling in love with the coast; studying marine science and earning a bachelor’s degree then a master’s degree at Texas A&I University-Corpus Christi (which became Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi); working in the environmental department at Central Power and Light Company; his work on freshwater inflow issues with the Coalition about Restoration of Estuaries (CARE); and the creation of the Coastal Bend Bays Foundation and of the CBBEP. He also discusses his work at CBBEP in creating the Nueces Delta Preserve and its focus on environmental education.

Keywords: Fishing, Birding, Environmental regulations, Freshwater inflow, National Estuary Program, Choke Canyon Reservoir, Oil spills, Rincon Bayou

Jim Blackburn
Date: June 30, 2022
Interview Location: Houston, Texas
Run Length: 0:48:37
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://www.tamucc.edu/library/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2271

Summary
Jim Blackburn talks about growing up hunting and fishing in the Rio Grande Valley and in Central Louisiana. He started law school in 1969 at the University of Texas at Austin, a time when federal environmental legislation just started to be passed. Blackburn then went on to Rice University to earn a master’s degree in environmental science and started his career as an environmental lawyer. He reflects on some of his most memorable cases over the years. He then discusses the case The Aransas Project v. Bryan Shaw et al. (TAP v. Shaw), which dealt with the deaths of twenty-three whooping cranes due to the lack of freshwater inflow into San Antonio Bay. The case eventually made it to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, where they lost the case. Afterwards, however, they reached a settlement with the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority. Blackburn also brings up the concept of the radical center and its importance for dealing with environmental issues. The interview ends with Blackburn reading a couple poems he wrote during TAP v. Shaw.

Keywords: Hunting, Fishing, Environmental law, San Antonio Bay, Whooping cranes, Senate Bill 3 (2007), Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority, Poetry

Myron Hess
Date: October 1, 2021
Interview Location: interview conducted via videoconference
Run Length: 1:25:12
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2003

Summary
Myron Hess discusses his childhood in Muenster, Texas, and being fascinated by rivers. He later became interested in environmental issues and studied environmental law at the University of Texas at Austin. Upon graduation, Hess worked on water law at Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and at the National Wildlife Federation (NWF). He talks extensively about freshwater inflow issues and the passage and implementation of Senate Bill 3 in 2007. Hess also shares his concerns about the lack of consideration of climate change in the water planning process and the need to more effectively communicate the importance of environmental flow to policymakers and the public.

Keywords: Environmental law, Rivers, Environmental flows, Freshwater Inflow, Senate Bill 3 (2007), Climate change

Ken Kramer
Date: December 14, 2021
Interview Location: Chappell Hill, Texas
Run Length: 1:53:31
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2127

Summary
The former longtime Director of the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, Ken Kramer discusses his background, how he became interested in environmental policy and Texas water issues, his involvement in water quality planning in Houston, and his work on the 1985 water package and subsequent legislation in 1997, 2001, and 2007. He also talks about the implementation of Senate Bill 3 (2007) and his involvement on the Trinity and San Jacinto Rivers and Galveston Bay Basin and Bay Area Stakeholder Committee (BBASC). The oral history ends with Kramer's reflections on the history and future of water and environmental issues.

Keywords: Environmental policy, Water policy, Clean Water Act, Section 208, Nonpoint source pollution, Freshwater inflow, Climate change

Cindy Loeffler
Date: March 27, 2022
Interview Location: San Marcos, Texas
Run Length: 1:55:58
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2237

Summary
[bookmark: _Int_XxTSuhmO]Cindy Loeffler worked as a hydrologist for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) for over thirty years. In this oral history, she talks about her background and early life, including the influence of the first Earth Day on her career trajectory. She eventually earned a degree from Colorado State University and started her career with the Instream Flow Group at the US Fish and Wildlife Service. She moved to TPWD in 1987 and stayed there until her retirement in 2021. In the interview, she discusses the agency’s charge to determine freshwater inflow needs for Texas bays and estuaries in the 1980s and the later changes to science and methodologies to make these recommendations. She describes her role in providing technical input to regional water planning meetings after Senate Bill 1 (1997); offering technical input after Senate Bill 2 (2001); and the changes that occurred after Senate Bill 3 (2007). The interview also covers her mentors in the agency as well as the challenge of climate change.

Keywords: Earth Day, Hydrology, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas water law, Freshwater inflow, Bays and estuaries, Water modeling

Larry McKinney, Part One
Date: December 17, 2020
Interview Location: interview conducted via videoconference
Run Length: 1:47:54
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://www.tamucc.edu/library/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/1525

Summary
Larry McKinney served as the Director of Resource Protection at Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and later as the Executive Director for the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies before retiring. In this interview, he tells about his early life growing up in West Texas during the drought of the fifties. He explains how he got interested in marine biology and his work in graduate school with amphipods. After being a professor, he took a job with TWPD and discusses a variety of environmental issues that he worked on including freshwater inflow, shell dredging, shrimping, and others.

Keywords: Coahoma, Texas, Farming, Drought, Marine Biology, Amphipods, Shell dredging, Freshwater inflow, Shrimping, Lighthouse Lakes

Paul Montagna, Part One
Date: February 23, 2017
Interview Location: Corpus Christi, Texas
Run Length: 1:39:13
Recording and Transcript Available At:
https://www.tamucc.edu/library/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/275

Summary
Paul Montagna talks about becoming interested in biology and how he started studying estuaries and freshwater inflow. He discusses the importance of estuaries, the changes to Texas water law and policy over the course of his career, his role in writing and working on Senate Bill 3 (2007), his reflections on its passage and implementation, and long-term scientific studies on Texas bays and estuaries. Montagna also explains his role in the creation of MANERR (Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve).

Keywords: Marine biology, Bays and estuaries, Freshwater inflow, Senate Bill 3 (2007), Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi, Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies, Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research Reserve (MANERR)

Paul Montagna, Part Three
Date: April 15, 2022
Interview Location: Corpus Christi, Texas
Run Length: 1:18:27
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2120

Summary
In part three, Paul Montagna recounts his career studying and the changing science behind understanding freshwater inflow into San Antonio Bay and other bays along the Texas coast. Topics covered include understanding the indirect relationship between freshwater inflow and plants and animals; creating new models and analytical techniques for data; long-term monitoring; the impact of Hurricane Harvey on San Antonio Bay; ecosystem-based management; the relationship between freshwater inflow and benthic habitats; his testimony in the case The Aransas Project v. Bryan Shaw et al. (TAP v. Shaw), and whooping cranes; and his other work on freshwater inflow.

Keywords: Freshwater inflow, Environmental flows, San Antonio Bay, Hurricane Harvey, Water policy, Focused flows, Hydrological switch, Climate change

John Nielsen-Gammon
Date: February 11, 2022
Interview Location: interview conducted via videoconference
Run Length: 0:59:23
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2255

Summary
Regents Professor and Texas State Climatologist Dr. John Nielsen-Gammon talks about his background and becoming interested in weather as a child, studying meteorology as an undergraduate and graduate student, and taking a position at Texas A&M University-College Station. He discusses a variety of topics about his work on Texas weather and climate including extreme weather events, state weather patterns, using climate models, aridification, drought, air pollution, rainfall, freshwater inflow, and hurricanes.

Keywords: Weather, Texas Mesonet, Climate change, Drought of record, Freshwater inflow, Hurricane Harvey, Indianola, Texas

Andrew Sansom
Date: September 12, 2022
Interview Location: San Marcos, Texas
Run Length: 1:20:02
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2252

Summary
Andrew Sansom reflects on his long career in land and water conservation. He discusses his early life in Lake Jackson, Texas, the influence of the environmental movement on his career path, and getting his first conservation job at the U.S. Department of Interior in Washington, D.C. Sansom talks about his role in preserving Matagorda Island as well as his later land acquisition work at The Nature Conservancy and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, including the creation of Big Bend Ranch State Park. He explains how his career shifted to water conservation and the creation of what became the Meadows Center for Water and the Environment at Texas State University-San Marcos. Sansom also shares his experiences and thoughts on various water issues including environmental flows, the problematic implementation of Senate Bill 3 (2007), and the continued problems with the groundwater in Texas.

Keywords: Environmental movement, Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, Land conservation, Water conservation, Environmental flows, Senate Bill 3 (2007), Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, Spring Lake, Groundwater, Edwards Aquifer

Joe Trungale
Date: November 5, 2021
Interview Location: Austin, Texas
Run Length: 1:14:07
Recording and Transcript Available At: https://library.tamucc.edu/exhibits/s/thegulf/item/2010

Summary
Joe Trungale discusses his work as a hydrologist working on Texas water issues and freshwater inflow. Topics include his background and moving to Texas; the passage of three water bills in Texas in the 1990s and 2000s; Water Availability Models and environmental flow; serving on multiple Basin and Bay Expert Science Teams (BBEST) after Senate Bill 3 was passed in 2007; his testimony on the whooping crane case The Aransas Project v. Bryan Shaw et al. (TAP v. Shaw), and his work on salinity patterns in bays.

Keywords: Hydrology, Texas water, Freshwater inflow, Bays and estuaries, Senate Bill 3 (2007), Water policy, Water management, Basin and Bay Expert Science Team (BBEST)
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